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- MONTH

To: The John Jay College Community
Re: Celebrating Latinx Heritage Month

Latinx Heritage Month is officially underway. As a proud Hispanic-Serving Institution (HSI) we’re excited to celebrate the many ways in
which Latinx people have positively impacted our nation, our city, and our communities. Throughout this month—and throughout the
year—we hope to encourage pride in all Latinx identities and cultures; continue to educate people on Latinx history; and uplift Latinx
voices, stories, and experiences.

At John Jay, we know that diversity is our strength, and a vital aspect of that diversity comes from our Latinx students, faculty, staff,
alumni, and friends. Our Latinx faculty and staff encourage our students to embrace their heritage, while also giving them the academic
tools to challenge falsehoods about their identity. By using culturally responsive curriculum and programming, our faculty and staff help
Latinx students reinscribe themselves into narratives that they’ve historically been excluded from. Currently, our undergraduate student
body is 46 percent Latinx, and our freshman class is 50 percent Latinx. John Jay awards the most bachelor’s degrees to Hispanics in New
York State. And, almost one-third of our students were born in another country.

It doesn’t matter if your family has roots in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Spain, Uruguay, or Venezuela, every distinct
and dynamic Latinx culture provides a vital contribution to our community’s unique and powerful story, as beautifully depicted in our
most recent video “Latinx at John Jay College: Yo Soy John Jay.”

I'm happy to announce that John Jay College has joined Excelencia in Education as an affiliate school. By joining Excelencia, a Latinx-led
organization focused on accelerating Latinx student success, we will have the opportunity to partner with other Hispanic-Serving
Institutions to learn together and promote evidence-based practices that support Latinx student success and help close the equity gap in
degree attainment.

Our Latinx students continually make us proud with their academic excellence and achievements, their unfailing commitment to public
service, and their passion for supporting their fellow students. Whether it’s La Voz and LASO students hosting a human rights event;
iAdelante! students interviewing public officials on a panel; or a Ronald H. Brown student interning with a prominent New York City
judge; John Jay’s Latinx students are embracing their heritage, applying what they’re learning, and empowering future generations.

Kicking off the month’s events, the Urban Male Initiative will be hosting a distance-learning focused event on Thursday, September 24,
called “Studying en la sala: Building Boundaries for a Successful Semester.” And, on October 8, we’ll be holding a virtual panel discussion
with alumni that dives into Colorism and Allyship in the Latinx Community. We hope that you’ll attend these events—and more to come—
throughout our celebration of Latinx Heritage Month.

As our Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodriguez, CUNY’s first Latinx Chancellor, recently said, “National Hispanic Heritage Month is an
opportunity to pay tribute to the customs, traditions, histories, and cultures that have greatly enriched the communities of our University.”
By honoring and celebrating Latinx experiences and achievements, we’re truly uplifting everyone in our community. Please continue

to support each other, stay connected, and take pride in our rich diversity.

Warmly,

Karol V. Mason
President

QFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT THE GREATEST
524 West 59th Street, New York, NY 10019 | www jjay cuny.adu }ﬁﬂ‘ﬂggﬂ“”


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001seBsPsTFipvk6Dd51ED7caIpSUBB9vcmgKBSCNm_m4tLllAbtIjYpjpX0-2aBynWtJ_Ewkak4FZFR90OSjvLkYJQ_XRjZzJUcsNer5yUNgAvFrb_NClWHSq_6tJQH4DMKoH4bxwdImlRkeptazHKiVrXq5Aww3tSMKy3buTJpcR9UOSyW2GtKdFnVBOQAFWnWDZPs1sKkPJuVRsc8W7PmRzB2DvZW92Zqky_8aISA4HGWO7ZFQ353MMpYs7871U4KOmqTPPO5AI=&c=Gpa_P0e0zRJE-Ljs5lf3SYKOWRuXJlvEzSx2jKmqpI6j4RaDbAiLQA==&ch=X0QtkvEVpItTwjRuj_uTSD3-rS9VMcoyiR5DHrKI3hLMXGsNxvt05Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001seBsPsTFipvk6Dd51ED7caIpSUBB9vcmgKBSCNm_m4tLllAbtIjYpjpX0-2aBynWopdUDbtXUfk_0Olag2Csprr5jXfTy49EQpdlHRUyc1BsDR_EyF_LqCQFMRFwHqZywjxiWc7BUx3UpUETRSwaeg==&c=Gpa_P0e0zRJE-Ljs5lf3SYKOWRuXJlvEzSx2jKmqpI6j4RaDbAiLQA==&ch=X0QtkvEVpItTwjRuj_uTSD3-rS9VMcoyiR5DHrKI3hLMXGsNxvt05Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001seBsPsTFipvk6Dd51ED7caIpSUBB9vcmgKBSCNm_m4tLllAbtIjYpjpX0-2aBynWmNYgsfkKMae91iLlDoyXvWfbfd67VPA-0WYYEvQZGXW3SIueUFH4vwgJsgBUqMjJNwy3SsAcOKDnKPIX1RRw7uXigshNBJzyqcqP7z7oM3wZtHQf7ZZprA==&c=Gpa_P0e0zRJE-Ljs5lf3SYKOWRuXJlvEzSx2jKmqpI6j4RaDbAiLQA==&ch=X0QtkvEVpItTwjRuj_uTSD3-rS9VMcoyiR5DHrKI3hLMXGsNxvt05Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001seBsPsTFipvk6Dd51ED7caIpSUBB9vcmgKBSCNm_m4tLllAbtIjYpjpX0-2aBynWBmqOWU_TGKcmw_G1gmSXgePlmQyo7xSxJ4y4v6183I9XraO97NDBvdVsTECvcKCHKDQjxbUZUrpjqkcznZwaA6IMQ4_bgWX1VwSOq3Ge3IX_3G0O_J3S0TyuTPFNqfS5nZpj8OFpF9h4YWb5N8Arj4l23AB6728gwshsn3yogrL3td0OjEvNqdcAAYdEObcV&c=Gpa_P0e0zRJE-Ljs5lf3SYKOWRuXJlvEzSx2jKmqpI6j4RaDbAiLQA==&ch=X0QtkvEVpItTwjRuj_uTSD3-rS9VMcoyiR5DHrKI3hLMXGsNxvt05Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001seBsPsTFipvk6Dd51ED7caIpSUBB9vcmgKBSCNm_m4tLllAbtIjYpjpX0-2aBynW3Wbb_DjWUMppfzbp-AsoiN3jSCajW_-sfwEawlIUKKTd952n6oseJ0TtRs4EhfEmp2E2mK5O2Wk8PPQdxlJH3-0KM6_Z22_RMhsrcy1feOcPavO4k4c6NzXkHa8kqdFscZW-H7HYN6w2F0Er9ZkOotnjtPmBFaH-&c=Gpa_P0e0zRJE-Ljs5lf3SYKOWRuXJlvEzSx2jKmqpI6j4RaDbAiLQA==&ch=X0QtkvEVpItTwjRuj_uTSD3-rS9VMcoyiR5DHrKI3hLMXGsNxvt05Q==
mailto:president@jjay.cuny.edu

